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how we might enforce those through 
the courts and so forth, there’s another 
competition going on, and it’s the com-
petition that goes on in the media and 
in the public dialogue. And here is 
where there is an inherent advantage 
for the executive branch. And I think 
part of the reason why, over the last 
few decades, the executive branch has 
been able to accumulate far more 
power than the Constitution and the 
Founding Fathers envisioned was be-
cause it is much easier for the Presi-
dent of the United States to use the 
bully pulpit, as we call it, and domi-
nate time and the news media and the 
television, and it’s much harder for the 
Congress to do that since we are a body 
comprising 535 men and women. 

b 1915 

But what’s interesting about it is 
that when you use the bully pulpit and 
when the President uses the bully pul-
pit, you hope that he uses it in an hon-
est way, and, in fact, in this debate 
what we have seen is a performance 
that has actually been very insulting 
to the concept of a pulpit, I think, be-
cause what this President has done is 
used his bully pulpit, his media access, 
to deceive the American people about 
what we are doing and what he intends 
to do. 

For instance, he is constantly saying 
that the proposal, the legislation that 
we passed would enable families mak-
ing $83,000 a year to access the SCHIP 
program. No families making $83,000 
were authorized to make it or, in fact, 
ever found access to the SCHIP pro-
gram. The only way that a family mak-
ing more than double the poverty level 
can get entrance and access to the 
SCHIP program is if the executive 
branch gives them a waiver. In fact, 
the State of New York asked the Presi-
dent for a waiver. He declined it. So for 
him to then say under this program 
people making $83,000 would be eligible 
for SCHIP is not only not true, it is de-
ceitfully dishonest. And, actually, if 
you talk about what he has done, he 
has the power, which we delegated to 
him, he has the power through the ex-
ecutive branch to waive some of these 
requirements. 

And that goes back to the interesting 
thing about this entire debate. In 2004 
during the Presidential campaign, 
President Bush actually campaigned 
for an expansion of the SCHIP pro-
gram. He loved the SCHIP program. He 
applauded it when he was Governor of 
Texas and he wanted to expand it. Now 
what does he do? Because it’s not a 
Congress dominated by his party, he 
wants to change his perspective. He’s 
changed his perspective as to whether 
the States should have waiving powers, 
which he wanted the States to have 
when the Congress was run by the Re-
publicans. Now that Democrats control 
the Congress, he wants there to be Fed-
eral standards which he controls. 

So this is not just a battle of power 
internally in the Congress and through 
the courts but also one that we have to 

fight in the media. We are at a dis-
advantage, but I hope it is discussions 
like this and people who are not afraid 
to be outspoken and point out dishon-
esty and deceit when they see it that 
will help us even the playing field in 
terms of convincing the American peo-
ple that not only does this Congress 
have the power, by virtue of article I, 
to make all legislative decisions, but it 
also has the moral foundation and the 
integrity to do what’s right for the 
American people. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. I thank the 
gentleman. 

We are down to our last couple of 
minutes, so I’m going to turn it over to 
Mr. HODES and then Mr. COHEN if you 
want to wrap it up. 

Mr. HODES. Thank you, Mr. KLEIN. 
What we are talking about here real-

ly is the moral compass of our Nation. 
We have a stark choice before us. There 
is a huge difference between what the 
President values and what the Amer-
ican people value. 

To the President and his allies, $190 
billion for a failed war is a necessity, 
but $35 billion to give our kids access 
to doctors is some kind of extrava-
gance. And that really talks about the 
values that are at play here. Are we 
going to value and speak up for the 
people of this country, or are we going 
to let the President assert values that 
we in this country don’t agree with be-
cause we value kids? 

Now, there is a President, a former 
President who really said it best be-
cause we here in Congress are no longer 
simply going to enable this President 
to take power which should not be his. 
We are going to reassert, in these con-
versations and in our conduct, the 
power that rightfully belongs to the 
Congress and to the people. Because as 
Abraham Lincoln said, when we were 
engaged in the midst of a great civil 
war that was to determine the fate of 
this country, he talked about govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and 
for the people. 

That’s why we are here tonight. That 
is why we were sent to Congress. To re-
assert that this government is a gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, 
for the people. And while we are on this 
watch, it shall not perish, and we are 
going to stand up to this President and 
we are going to have some checks and 
balances in the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Mr. COHEN. Thank you, Mr. KLEIN. 
I think when I first addressed this 

group and, Mr. Speaker, I mentioned 
how proud I was to be a Member of this 
body and this class, and I think the 
people who have listened to this discus-
sion realize why I’m so proud to be a 
member of the class. The talent is here, 
as some people have State legislative 
experience, some come straight from 
the private sector, and each brings a 
different perspective but a concern for 
the people and a concern for change 
and direction of this country and for 
the middle class. 

Mr. HODES talked about Ms. Miers 
and Mr. Rove not obeying the subpoena 

that was issued for them to come to 
testify before the Congress. This Con-
gress is looking at having a contempt 
charge brought against them, which I 
think we should have done earlier. We 
need to have a contempt charge 
brought, and we need to have them be 
punished for their contempt of this 
Congress, which, in essence, is a con-
tempt of the American people and a 
contempt of the Constitution and of all 
things good that the American people 
stand for. 

I am proud to be a member of this 
class, to support SCHIP, for health 
care for children and for all Americans. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. I thank my 
colleagues for being here this evening. 

We do this once a week. We’re look-
ing forward to seeing you all next week 
and having this continuation of discus-
sion. And, of course, we look forward to 
working with everyone in this country 
to make sure that we resolve and come 
to some successful conclusions on some 
of these issues that are so important to 
our country. 

f 

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

ELLISON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
it is indeed a great privilege and honor 
to come back to the floor of the House 
and present some alternative views, 
some views that I hope are more 
grounded in truth as this is another 
edition of the Official Truth Squad. 
We’ve heard some interesting com-
ments over the last hour and over the 
last few days and weeks and months. 
So, Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor 
to be designated by our leadership to 
come and share some words with this 
Chamber. 

I would first comment about the rel-
ative tone and the divisiveness of the 
language that we have just heard. It 
just astounds me that people think 
who come to Washington that our con-
stituents want us to be divisive. When 
I go home, what I hear from folks is 
that they want us to work together, 
that they want us to work together 
positively for solutions. So the class 
warfare debate that we have just expe-
rienced over the last hour is truly re-
markable, as one Member talked about 
the spirit of Lincoln, a proud Repub-
lican, and what he brought to our Na-
tion. A government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people is what 
he championed. He also championed an 
end to class warfare. So I would en-
courage my colleagues to read further 
in history and to expand their vision of 
what it is that their constituents truly 
want. And as I mentioned, Mr. Speak-
er, my constituents, our constituents, I 
think, want us to work together. 

This is the Official Truth Squad. This 
is a group of folks who come to the 
floor and have an opportunity to ad-
dress our colleagues and hopefully 
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